This walking tour map identifies thirty
of the many historic buildings in our
downtown core.

The tour is organized so that it can be
enjoyed as one 90 minute walk or in two
45 minute loops (listings 1-19 and 20-30).

90 minute walk, or two 45 minute loops TOUR »
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ANACORTES JUNK CO.

SW side of 2nd St. at Commercial

Built around 1900

One of the oldest wooden frame,
false-front buildings in town and
a good example of the type of
structures built during the city’s
formative years. Charles Becker operated his blacksmith shop
here in 1905. By 1913, Greek immigrant E. Mike Demopoulos
established Anacortes Junk Company, which evolved and
expanded to become Marine Supply & Hardware. [NR]

MARINE SUPPLY & HARDWARE
202 Commercial Ave. Built 1900-1907
Note bracketed cornice and
[talianate style. Building was not
constructed at the same time,

but unified and connected under
ownership of E. Mike Demopoulos,
whose marine hardware business opened here in 1920.
Before then, the northern corner operated as the Anchorage
Confectionery from 1907, while a restaurant and saloon
operated in a separate building southward. [NR]

OLSON BUILDING

220 Commercial Ave. Built 1902 and 1907
Two-story brick structure built

in phases by Alfred Olson, who
operated the Skagit Saloon here.
Original 1902 brick structure was
one story and occupied only half

of the current footprint (on south side) before growing up a
floor and northward in 1907. See prominent bracketed cornice
and rusticated stone belt course. [NR]

FOMO’S GROCERY (LATER
“SMOKEY’S” GROCERY)

909 3rd St. Built around 1900
Virtually unaltered structure
originally located at 310
Commercial, housing saloons until
1916 Prohibition, then Fomo's Fruit
& Grocery (ak.a. California Fruit Store) from 1917 through
late ‘20s. Moved to this site about 1928. Freya Boat Works
operated here from the 1970s. [NR]




4TH STREET APARTMENTS

910 4th St. Built about 1906

Note purlins and braces at roof
and polygonal bays. Ground level
housed Walter Ginnett's bicycle
shop in 1907, and later converted
to Ginnett Apartments. Building
immediately west of the apartments (317 Commercial)
features pressed brick veneer. It was constructed in 1912 for
E.A. Phillips grocery and hardware store. In the ‘80s it housed
the Square Rigger night club.

PLATT BUILDING

402 Commercial Ave. Built 1890

The first brick building in
Anacortes was elaborately ornate
when constructed by Lewis &
Dryden Engineers of Portland,
Oregon. Originally chartered as the
Bank of Anacortes, it closed during the depression of 1893.
Alterations have removed some of its architectural character.
Two bank vaults have survived. Purchased by W.V. Wells upon
return from the Klondike in 1900, it has housed numerous
retail businesses, with upstairs apartments still in use.

EMPIRE BLOCK

420 Commercial Ave. Built 1905

This brick two-story, built by
attorney W.V. Wells, Judge Joiner
and E.L. McClean, originally
proclaimed “Empire Block” from
its corner-facing pediment. It first
housed Thornburg’s Department Store and was later known
as the Medical-Dental Building.
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MCNAUGHT BUILDING

419 Commercial Ave. Built 1890

At four-stories, the Majestic Hotel is one
of the tallest buildings in town. A cupola
tops this wooden construction for

James McNaught, counsel for Northern
Pacific Railroad. Its original location at
8th Street and I Avenue was where he had expected to establish
the town's business center. In 1904, the building was rolled eleven
blocks to its current location. Original storefront windows and
other features have been replaced. Building was damaged by fire
and received extensive renovation during 2003-2005.







